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Sunday Morning Outdoor Worship 
Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 
Grace Lutheran Church, Waseca, MN 
July 19, 2020 
 
Call to Worship 
Our God is a God of compassion and mercy, 
Slow to get angry and filled with unfailing love and faithfulness. 
 
So come, let’s worship God together. 
For great is God’s love toward us! 
 
Song – Come, Now Is the Time to Worship 
Come, now is the time to worship 
Come, now is the time to give your heart 
Come, just as you are to worship 
Come, just as you are before your God 
Come 
 
One day ev'ry tongue will confess You are God 
One day ev'ry knee will bow 
Still the greatest treasure remains for those 
Who gladly choose you now 
 
Come, now is the time to worship 
Come, now is the time to give your heart 
Come, just as you are to worship 
Come, just as you are before your God 
Come 
 
Willingly we choose to surrender our lives 
Willingly our knees will bow 
With all our hearts, oh, mind and strength 
We gladly choose you now 
 
Come, now is the time to worship 
Come, now is the time to give your heart 
Come, just as you are to worship 
Come, just as you are before your God 
Come 
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Welcome & Announcements 
 
Confession & Assurance of Forgiveness 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting, whose faithfulness 
endures from generation to generation. 
Amen. 
 
Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Merciful God, 
You plant each of us like seeds in the same field and together we are nourished and nurtured 
by the sun. We sway in the wind and are refreshed by the rain. We are blessed by the 
knowledge that you want us to grow towards what you call us to be.  
 
Forgive us when we deprive others of that same opportunity and when we want to uproot 
those whom we believe do not belong in our part of the field. Forgive us when we label 
others as good or bad rather than accept them for who they are, and when we are reluctant 
to acknowledge that we ourselves are a mixture of weeds and wheat. Forgive us when we are 
afraid to look into the fields of our own lives to see what is growing there. Help us to reach 
out to the uprooted and rejected, the lonely and the outcast, and to develop and grow the 
good in ourselves, in others and in the world. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
 
Beloved of God, by the radical abundance of divine mercy you have peace with God 

through ☩ Christ Jesus, through whom you have obtained grace upon grace. Your sins are 
forgiven. Live now in hope. For hope does not disappoint, because God’s love has been poured 
into your hearts through the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray together. Faithful God and most merciful judge,  
You care for your children with firmness and compassion. By your Spirit nurture us who live in 
your kingdom, that we may be rooted in the way of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. Amen. 
 
First Lesson – Isaiah 44.6-8 
There are no other gods besides God: the word of the Lord does not fail to come to pass. We can 
trust in God, through whom Israel—and we—are redeemed. 
 
 6Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel, 
  and his Redeemer, the Lord of hosts: 
 I am the first and I am the last; 
  besides me there is no god. 
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 7Who is like me? Let them proclaim it, 
  let them declare and set it forth before me. 
 Who has announced from of old the things to come? 
  Let them tell us what is yet to be. 
 8Do not fear, or be afraid; 
  have I not told you from of old and declared it? 
  You are my witnesses! 
 Is there any god besides me? 
  There is no other rock; I know not one. 
 
Psalm – Psalm 86.11-17 
 
 11Teach me your way, O Lord, and I will walk | in your truth; 
  give me an undivided heart to re- | vere your name. 
 12I will thank you, O Lord my God, with | all my heart, 
  and glorify your name for- | evermore. R 
 13For great is your | love toward me; 
  you have delivered me from the | pit of death. 
 14The arrogant rise up against me, O God, and a band of violent people | seeks my life; 
  they have not set you be- | fore their eyes. 
 15But you, O Lord, are gracious and full | of compassion, 
  slow to anger, and full of kind- | ness and truth. 
 16Turn to me and have mer- | cy on me; 
  give your strength to your servant, and save the child | of your handmaid. 
 17Show me a sign of your favor, so that those who hate me may see it and be | put to 
shame; 
  because you, Lord, have helped me and com- | forted me. R 
 
Gospel Reading – Matthew 13.24-30, 36-43 
Jesus tells a parable about the coexistence of good and evil in this world. God’s judgment will 
remove all evildoers and causes of sin, but not until the end of human history. 
24[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared 
to someone who sowed good seed in his field;25but while everybody was asleep, an enemy 
came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. 26So when the plants came up 
and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. 27And the slaves of the householder came 
and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these 
weeds come from?’ 28He answered, ‘An enemy has done this.’ The slaves said to him, ‘Then do 
you want us to go and gather them?’ 29But he replied, ‘No; for in gathering the weeds you 
would uproot the wheat along with them. 30Let both of them grow together until the harvest; 
and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be 
burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.’” 
 
  36Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him, saying, 
“Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” 37He answered, “The one who sows the 
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good seed is the Son of Man; 38the field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the 
kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil one, 39and the enemy who sowed them is the 
devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. 40Just as the weeds are 
collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. 41The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 42and they 
will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth. 43Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone 
with ears listen!” 
 
Children’s Time 
 
Sermon 
 
Song   Open the Eyes of My Heart 
Open the eyes of my heart, Lord 
Open the eyes of my heart 
I want to see You 
I want to see You 
 
Open the eyes of my heart, Lord 
Open the eyes of my heart 
I want to see You 
I want to see You 
 
To see You high and lifted up 
Shinin' in the light of Your glory 
Pour out Your power and love 
As we sing holy, holy, holy 
 
Open the eyes of my heart, Lord 
Open the eyes of my heart 
I want to see You 
I want to see You 
 
Open the eyes of my heart, Lord 
Open the eyes of my heart 
I want to see You 
I want to see You 
 
To see You high and lifted up 
Shinin' in the light of Your glory 
Pour out Your power and love 
As we sing holy, holy, holy 
 



5 
 

Holy, holy, holy 
Holy, holy, holy 
Holy, holy, holy, 
I want to see you 
 
Holy, holy, holy 
Holy, holy, holy 
Holy, holy, holy, 
I want to see you 
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Apostles’ Creed 
Let us confess our faith, 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Prayers of the Church 
Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, and all 
who are in need. 
A brief silence. 
 
Lord, in your mercy…  Hear our prayer. 
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In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers to you; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray, 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Offering, Ministry Moment & Offering Prayer 
Let us pray together. God of goodness and growth, 
All creation is yours, and your faithfulness is as firm as the heavens. Water and word: these 
are signs of your abundant grace. Nourish us through these gifts, that we might proclaim your 
steadfast love in our communities and in the world, through Jesus Christ, our strength and 
our song. Amen. 
 
Blessing & Sending 
As we go from here, remember this: 
As followers of Jesus Christ, 
we have not received a spirit of fear, 
but one of hope and confidence. 
For we are children of God, 
members of God’s own family, 
and heirs with Jesus Christ himself. 
 
May the peace of God, 
the blessing of + Jesus Christ, 
and the presence of the Holy Spirit 
be with you and among you. 
Amen. 
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Song  Blessed Be Your Name 
Blessed Be Your Name 
In the land that is plentiful 
Where Your streams of abundance flow 
Blessed be Your name 
 
Blessed Be Your name 
When I'm found in the desert place 
Though I walk through the wilderness 
Blessed Be Your name 
 
Every blessing You pour out, I'll 
Turn back to praise 
When the darkness closes in, Lord 
Still I will say 
 
Blessed be the name of the Lord 
Blessed be Your name 
Blessed be the name of the Lord 
Blessed be Your glorious name 
 
Blessed be Your name 
When the sun's shining down on me 
When the world's 'all as it should be' 
Blessed be Your name 
 
Blessed be Your name 
On the road marked with suffering 
Though there's pain in the offering 
Blessed be Your name 
 
Every blessing You pour out I'll 
Turn back to praise 
When the darkness closes in, Lord 
Still I will say 
 
Blessed be the name of the Lord 
Blessed be Your name 
Blessed be the name of the Lord 
Blessed be Your glorious name, oh 
 
You give and take away 
You give and take away 
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My heart will choose to say 
Lord, blessed be Your name 
 
God you give and take away 
Oh you give and take away 
My heart will choose to say 
Lord, blessed be Your name 
 
Blessed be the name of the Lord 
Blessed be Your name 
Blessed be the name of the Lord 
Blessed be Your glorious name 
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Dismissal 
Go in peace, serve the Lord! 
Thanks be to God! 


