
Grace Council Meeting Notes 
Grace Lutheran Church 
Aug. 16, 2020, 10:15 – 11:15 am 
 
In attendance:  Randy; Pastor Paige; Pastor Olson; Karen Simmons; Jenny Sandbeck; 
Andrea White; Gloria Butler; Jon Johnson.    Missing: Karen Buum 
 

• Randy called meeting to order 

• Consent Agenda: Team Reports, Staff Reports & Financials (Received and 
reviewed in advance). 

o Randy asked if questions and opened for discussion.   
o Karen said Discovery team is working on… discovery.  Pastor Scott 

assured council things are going to plan.  Hopefully a congregational 
survey will be administered in early Sept. Primarily will be online survey 
unless a paper version is requested.  

o The reports submitted (and to be submitted) were approved.    

• New business 

• Old business 
o Update; Chapel Roof (Jon J., Pastor O.) 

▪ This Tuesday Jon will meet via Zoom with engineer consultant to 
show pictures of roof.  Pastor Olson waiting to hear from roof 
contractor in Mankato to see if they’re interested.   

▪ Will investigate if structure can be considered Historical.  Karen 
talked to someone willing to help get grants.  Pastor Olson to follow 
up with Sheila Morris as best contact (she was involved in Historical 
Society).  

o Update; COVID 19 safe return team (Pastor O., R2) 
▪ Vicky N submitted a report 
▪ Plan is to have in-person service and continue online streaming of 

same service.   
▪ We agreed language is important as to:  

• Why we didn’t open earlier.  
o Potential answer: We didn’t feel we could ensure 

safety as much as possible. 

• Why we want to open in Sept.    
o Potential answer: We think we’ve prepared to offer 

safety as much as possible (each member needs to 
decide if the situation is right for them). We also 
recognize the importance of people wanting to be in 
church.   

Discussed including an explanation of the update on 
reopening in future communication. “We are hoping to 
have the means in place to offer a satisfactory level of 
safety to hold worship in person.”  
We agreed not to have a specific date until the “Reopen 
Safely Team” feels it’s okay to establish a date.  



A meeting is set for this Thursday around protocols and 
procedures that will be used. Discussion around how 
much Council needs to be involved.  
Next step: look at plan from the Reopen Committee. 
Pastor O to write something to share in our e-news. 

 
o Gloria shared that the Stewardship committee is working to pick a theme 

for this Fall’s stewardship drive.  Wristbands ordered.  Jeremiah Chapter 
29 (v.11 especially) is basis for the message to be used.  

o Pastor Paige said we’ll try outdoor faith formation this Fall. Buy hula hoops 
if can.  
 

• Closing Reflection and Prayer – Gloria prayed for us 

• Adjourn 
 

 


