
Grace Lutheran Church Council Meeting Minutes for Sept. 20, 2020 

 

Members present: Gloria Butler, Karen Buum, Jon Johnson, Pastor Scott Olson, Randell Raub 

(after rounding up the horses), Jenny Sandbeck, Karen Simmons, Andrea White, Pastor Paige 

Whitney 

 

Members absent: Tom Krause 

 

Earlier, Pastor Olson had distributed, by email, an article by Susan Beaumont called, “Five 

Assumptions Failing Us Now.” The group shared their thoughts on the first assumption that is 

now challenged: Geography dictates belonging. We will discuss the other assumptions at later 

meetings.  

 

Jon Johnson, as vice president, led the meeting. In reviewing the expenditures, Andrea White 

inquired about our synod giving. We give a percentage of our monthly offering to the synod. 

This is why it fluctuates from month to month. This is called proportionate giving.  

 

A $9,000 grant was received from the Waseca Community Covid-19 Grant Program 

administered through the Waseca Chamber of Commerce. This money is used for our general 

expenses. We were encouraged to apply because of our Grace Garden Daycare.  

 

Karen Buum moved and Simmons seconded consent of the agenda. Unanimous response. 

 

Old Business: 

Pastor Olson gave a chapel roof update… structural engineer will be here Sept. 25 for testing 

and assessment. We have bowing of the walls, as well as roof issues. More of the ceiling fell 

down with our last rain storm. Once we get a report from the engineer, we will need to put 

together a team to help figure out what to do. They’ll look at the various options along with their 

costs and bring it to the council who will then work with it before it goes to the congregation. Will 

we need to have some sort of fund raiser or capital campaign? That will be determined.  

 

The Covid-19 Safe Reopening Team has created a plan for us. We are still in need of some air 

handling system details. This team, led by Vicki Neidt, has put in a lot of incredible work.  

The council recommends: 

- on page 6... some specific wording be changed to ...following current MN Dept. of 

Health guidelines.  

-on page 9...note that if recommended guidelines about singing in church change, we 

can/will start singing together in church 

Butler moved and Sandbeck seconded that we approve the plan with amendments. Parish life 

will then receive a copy of the adjusted plan.  

 

New Business:  

A member asked if the minutes of the council meetings are available on the website and pointed 

out that the members of the council listed on the website are not up to date. Karen Brenden will 



be notified by Simmons of the current council members and asked to change it on the website. 

Raub will review/revise the August minutes and get them on the website.  

 

Pastor Olson has been with us now for one year and will have his yearly review with members 

of the council executive team and the council members of the management team (Raub, 

Johnson, Buum, Krause) on Sept. 22nd. 

 

Motion to adjourn was made by Johnson and seconded by White.  

Next meeting will be Sunday, Oct. 18th at 10:15 a.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Karen Simmons (substitute for Tom) 


